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Comuander Tesk Unite 78.1.1 asd 78.1.12.
( Commandes LST Flotilla Suvim),
zh Conmandor-Aa=-Chdef, U,5, Fleet,

1) Goomander Task Qreup 78.1.

{ Commander Awphibious Growp S1X).

(2) Coumander Task Force 78.

 (Commander SEVENTH Axphibious Forge).
(3) Cosmander SLVENTE Fleet.

Subjects Achion Reports, Vessels of Task Unls 78.1.12,
TARMAN Oporatden, 1 Hay 1945,

b) CowTohirhid Ibr., Ser, 0563 dated 10 Mareh 1945,
¢) ConihidOrpbd Abtask Order AGDL~4S5.

Zoslosurey in) Ackion Report, Commesdling OLficer LST 67. 403
B) Actdon Repord, Commsading Offlcer L3T 466,-7-sec. />0
éc) sctdon dsport, Commending OLiicer 13T 467.
D} ietdun Repord, Commmeding OSficer L&T 542,
| G} L

Helferencey gl) Articls 'mhu.a. Favy Hegulatioas, 1940.
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comanding OLfieer 18T BT~ M-wec, 120960

Aotdon Reperd, Commanding Officer 14T TAL.
Asbicn Report, Commading Officor LET T4R.- M .sec, |20 962
Action Reperd, Commandlag Offieer L&Y 743
Action Report, Comscading Officer 187 993,

Astdon Report, Commandlng Offiser 12T M0R5,
Astion Report, Cownanding Offiser 13T 1027, :
Attion deport, Commmading Offiser 18T MOJS.-Mcoc, 1209L¥

' Report, Coumanding OFficer LET AT~ /-sev, 1ei58

i fleport, Commandiog Offiser LOT 924.
Vedow Rndio Log.
Beashing Schedule,

S A (%) are subsitted horew
reporbe for LATs 613, u ﬂnahmumm.
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PE25wLETT/ALEw3, 8T 466, Flagship,
serial OL8R, 1L say X949,

Subjeot: Astion Keperts, Veseels of Tasy Unit 7d.1.42,
TARAKAN Operation, L Mey L945.
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PART 1

kN For this eperation the compoeition of our forces,
miowion, doetriue, tactical sopects and ensmy [orces are contaloed
iy uumm (e}« In scconinace with reference (¢) thie task wndt
sbaged at NOROTAL for the amphiblous landiag oa TABARAN, SOMNED,
s S8, 565, 590, Til, 743, 993 sad 1027 bad been previcusly
oguipped with pontoon causeways &t HANUS for this operations.
LET 67 wae losdewd at WOROTAL with sssunition and dry provielons
to sot ae a loglstie ohip st the far shope, LET 647 was designated
Lfor the [ETEA miaws ONY Doy cperation at SADAU LSLAND near TAALIAN,
On 24 April & yehersal of launching LVTs aad the foremtien of the
assault waves was held st ¥OUOTAL., Dwring the rehedhsal one LVE
from 187 &J7 wunk, with no cesualtiss, and was replaced with
anvther for Ww operation.

FART 11

ISY 667, in company with obher vessols, dejsrisd
HOROTAL for SADRU ISLARD on 26 April. In company with other ships
and landing oraft as listed in referecce (¢) this unit departed
WHOTRY at 1610, 27 april and arrived off TARARAN prior dayiight
1 vay. At about 0900, 29 April a rebdreal of the ssaeuver Lros
crulsing fomsation to approsch formation was held, fallowed Lme
medlabely by a return to the eruising forsation. At 1705, 0 Nay
the crulsing fursation was chsaged to the approsch formation for
the approach to TARALAN,

tihdle ancharing In LST AIA 2 prior to
LVTe which were carriod by LSTe 466, A67, 562 and €37, two wakse

Later the U.5.8, RUSHUOAE peported that a torpedo,
had apparently cansed the second wake, had glanced off her port
side without exploding and causing ne desage,

ALL 1VTe were Launched prier Co 0700, L Nay acd are

tiome to land st ¥ hour. The sevea poatoon causeway carrylag LSTe,
upon anchering, launched causeways and rigged them for beachlag
ay method. seven L5Te were beached and une
loaded at o shown Lo Eaclosure (8). lLater oa PETLK Lay
187s 697 end 92U were deached alongside poatocn
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PRl 17/ ALe3s ST b, Flagship,
perial Ol82, 1L dey 1945.

b jechs Action Reperts, Vessels of Task Uanit 74, I.Lc,
TARAKAN Operation, 1 Muy 145,
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cavcoway ships aad mere unloaded there, Dus to shallow gredient of a very
muddy besch and the extreme tidal rangee, no other LUTs were besched,
18T 406, 467, 568, 637 amd 607 were d&wlnmod by LCis and LCTs,

W 5 vay, IST 742 wae discharged ab the porth pontoos pler which by

that time had Les: aseembied by She Naval Coastruction Battalion.

on 6 Yoy, 15Ts 1025 and 1035 were siadlarly uwalosded, A ssell amouat

of walk carge resadning Aa LOTs 742 asd 1035 was later discharged by

ILHe e

LaYe 71, 613, 66, 697 and 924 departed TARAKAN (or
HOWUEAT om 3 May. LBTe L6b, 467, 562, 637, T42 acd 1035 departed
TAULALAK B Bay for MONOTAL. AET 07, logiotic ship, and LSTe 667 and
1025, casualty recelviag ships, resmained abt TARATAK., L5Te 584, 585,
550, TiL, A3, 993 uad 1027 wess otill benchod ot TARAKAN,

dortar fime laading ia the viecinity of beachos was
acbed ab about the follewieg timesy 1000 ) day, G045 2 vay, 0900

3 vay, and 1900 3 May. Speradic eneny eaiper fire wase noted durdag
the day of L Hay,

Uhips of Wis unll mintained adght boat patrols
while ab sachor o beached as protection agailnst ensay suicide beale
o swlaners,.

fnclosure (&) i the vodoe radlo log as sopled by
this Cowwand,

PART 11X
o ssmunition was expended during the operation,
FARE IV
PART ¥
In fubure operations lavolving mud beaghes, 1t le
recooended Lhat pontoon causeways be extended over the mnd bank

and that L0Ts be beached at Lhe causeways at elow speed apd at low
shages of the btide.

The tise schedule for Oboe=0ue was very tight and
sllowed unly [ifteen sdnutes for beach susminaticn, eeleetion of




BEACHING SCHEDULE

TIME ORDERED

SI0T

Red #2

Red #1

Red #3
Yellow #4
Yellow #5
Yellow #6
Yellow #7
Stbd Side 584
Stbd Side 711
Stbd Side 743
Stbd gide 585
Stba side 993

T0 BEACH

010901 1
010920 1
010922 1
010925 I
010915 I
010938 I
010948 I
012100 I
012049 I
012118 1
012042 I
012044 I

EEACHED

010914 I
010934 I
010937 1
0109%9 I
010930 I
010950 I
010959 1
012125 I
012134 1
012155 1
012057 I
012135 I

UNLOADED

#012200 I
#020600 I
#012200 I
#012300 I
#020800 I
#020700 I
#020800 I
#030800 I
#030900 I

#030700 I
#030900 I

BEACHING SCHEDULZ AT PONTOON CAUSEWAY PIER

051705
061211
061706

#051800
#061250
7061825

EETRACTED

030927 1
031107 I
030928 I
030907 I
031005 I

051806
061254
061830

From 3 May Lo 6 May the following LSTs were unloaded in the stream by

LCMs and LCTs:

166
467
562
637
667

# Carried pontoon causeways,

# Approximate time,

@ with concurrance of Principal Beachmaster, retracted and depart:d witu
Marsden matting remaining aboard.

Enclosure (T)
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alobs sod erection of sarkera, Uader fdeal conditions this my be
suflficieat time for the purpose, but it Ls urgently reccusended that
ot least an hour be allowed for this purpose where multiple slots are
fov o ived '

it i fDurther reccamended that ia future sssaulbs,
wiare siziler besching conditions may bé encountered, an alternsbe
plan utilisisg suall craft for uwaloading LSTs Le prepared.
PART W1

e alight caswalty frow morter {ire was reported
by 15T T43. -

G. Ay SINCLALR

AGYe Capy:
tamineh {(Less snclosures), 2




FiLE NoALO=3 COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP SIX

( @l UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
U i C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORN!A

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on
ComLSTFlot 7 Action
Report FER5~LST//
Al6-3, serial 0182
dated 11 May 1945,

Commander Amphibious Group SIX,

Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

(1) Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force (CTF 78).
(2) Cormender SEVENTH Fleet,

Action Reports, Vessels of Task Unit 78,1.12, TARAKAN
Operation, 1 Nay 1945,

Reference: (a) CominCh rest. serial 2714. 6 April 194,
le Forwarded,

2, Enclosure (S), cousisting of Voice Radio Log, has been
returned to the originato)r @3 not required, Its contents have been
noted,

e The recommendations made in Part V are worthy of consider-
ation,

(a; The problem at TARAKAN was unique, LSTs and causeways
were found to be the only means for early landing of
equipment and supplies required to sustain the the assault.
Conditions required LSTs to beach at near high tide with
sufficient speed to get through the obstacles at the
edge of the cleared slots and beach in a position from
which a two-section causeway would reach the shore., The
mud bank was impassable for foot or vehicular traffic
for most of its length and was 500 feet or more wide at
low water., Small boat unlcading on the beach was possible
oinly for the short pericd of highest water. At such
periods, ICTs, also, could get in but they dried out
while they were being unloaded. Consequently small craft
could not readily meet the requirements of assault unloads

ing.

The examination of the beach was completed during the
demolition operations on the day before the assault; there-
fore, on the target morning, fifteen minutes was all that

was required in which to set up slot markers, The work
was done on schedule,

8 o2y
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FILE No, Al6e3 COMMANDER AMPHIBIOUS GROUP SIX
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

SERIAL C/O FLEETY POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,

Action Reports, Vessels of Task Unit 78,1.,12, TARAKAN
Operation, 1 May 1945,

(¢) Commander LST Group 44 had been designated as LST Beaching
Officer and it was arranged for his ship, LST 584, to
beach first., Subsequent ISTs were beached in accordance
with his instructions, The first group of ILSTs beached
higher than anticipated and the subsequent tides, being
lower after the day of the assault, prevented retraction
of this group of LSTs.

The second group of LSTs to be beached, five in number,
were not driven in so high and they were retracted on
schedule.

The first seven LSTs remained on the beach until the next
spring tides, when, under the supervision of Commander

Task Group 78.1 and with the efficient preparatory plan-
SINCLAIR (ComlSTFlot 7), Commander G.R. BERNER (ComLSTGrp
4), Lieutenant SHROPSHIRE (C.0., LST 1027), and Lieutenant
FISH (Salvage Officer, Service Force), they were retracted
on 11, 12, and 13 May.

(£) The delay in retraction of the first seven LSTs did not
interfere with the progress of the troops nor with the
operations as a whole, and was expected.

‘ S wt Sl
ko The Coumcéd%rﬂLST Flotilla SEVEN and the officers and men of
his ships gave an outstanding performance under very difficult conditions,

Se Because of the use of the code name for the operation through- F
out the reports, this correspondence is classified SECRET. The attention of
reporting officers is directed to reference (a) in connection with code names,

—’t;;;74£}-,41r‘7:5172::;CL_,

FORREST B. ROYAL. )




File No. FE25/ A1 6«3 SEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

Serial No. F F-oeo 7 /{ Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

-E-C-R-E-T-
SECOND ENDORSEMENT to:
ComLSTrLot 7 cont. Itr.,
serial 0182 of 11 May
1945,

From: Conmander Task Force SEVENTY-EIGHT.
(Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force)

TO: Commander-in-Chief, U,S., Fleet,

Via: Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

Sub ject: Action Reports, Vessels of Task Unit 78.1.12,
TARAKAN Operation, 1 May 1945.

1.8 Forwarded.
26 It is considered that Commander T.8T Flotilla

SEVEN and the vessels under his command performed their duties
at TARAKAN in an excellent manner under most unusual conditionse.

D. E. BARBEY

Copy to:
couPhibGrp 6
comISTFlot 7
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